4	TRANSCONTINENTAL EXCURSION OF 1912
one of my correspondents said, in effect, that he thought he knew of a man in New York who might take the matter up, and that I had better go there and see him. A meeting was arranged, at which, after a brief preliminary talk about the general features of the scheme, the possible patron said, with time-saving directness:— 1 '"What's the good of it ?" I replied that, while the excursion could not be expected to lead to any commercial results, it would certainly increase the knowledge of ATnp.rina.Ti geography by Europeans, and it would promote the acquaintance of European geographers with Americans. ""Will you manage it?" asked the possible patron. 1' Yes." " Then,'' said he, " I will give you —— thousand dollars and no more." Thus he became the actual patron, a condition of his gift being that the excursion should be made under the name of the American Geographical Society, of which he was a member, and that it should be announced as "The Transcontinental Excursion of 1912," in celebration of the sixtieth anniversary of the Society* and of the completion and occupancy of its new building. Thus the result of my search confirmed me in the belief that if one has a good project, well worth doing, funds can in time be found for carrying it into execution.
It should be noted that, under the conditions summarily imposed for the accomplishment of the undertaking, the two committees, one American, one European, as proposed in the circular letter, were left out of the plan; but it may at once be added that a number of the suggested members of both committees, although not officially connected with the preparation of the excursion, were repeatedly consulted during the development of detailed plans, and that many of their ideas were adopted. Letters of invitation were sent out in June, 1911, to the leading geographical societies of the chief European countries, asking each of them to nominate a certain number of participants, some of whom we could receive as guests, while others might come as paying members; and thus the plan was launched.
The general route and the rough cost of the excursion were then determined by consultation with the Raymond-Whitcomb Company, excursion agents, whose management of all matters of transportation was most successful from beginning to end, alike in their Boston
* While founded in 1862, the Society was not incorporated until 1854. The latter ib the date used on its seal, shown on the title-page.

